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Background and Purpose  

Background  

The Town of Seven Devils became a Town on June 30, 1979 and is nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Seven Devils and surrounding Towns and communities are rich with recreational opportunities. The Town 

of Seven Devils aspires to provide recreational experiences to its residents, visitors, and surrounding 

community. 

Seven Devils has a total of 1188.12 acres of land and 15.48 miles of Town roads, which can be viewed on 

the Powell Bill Map of the Town of Seven Devils. During the most populous time of the year, usually the 

week of the 4th of July, there are 1700 seasonal residents and visitors on the mountain. Throughout the 

year there are 220 full time residents. 

In July of 2008, a Recreational Needs Assessment was completed and presented to the Town Council by 

Appalachian State University. In response to this survey and the presented recommendations, the Town 

of Seven Devils Town Council passed a resolution in May 2009 to create The Recreation Commission. In 

2016 the Recreation Commission created the original Parks and Recreation Master Plan. In October 2018 

the Recreation Commission moved to change their title to the Parks and Recreation Committee. In 

accordance with the resolution that was passed in 2009, the Parks and Recreation Committee is to consist 

of a minimum of five voting members and is to meet on a monthly basis. The Town Council has also 

included a line item for the funding of the Parks and Recreation Committee in its annual budget. 

Disbursements must be approved by the Town Manager, and administered by the Finance Officer, 

ensuring compliance with the Local Government Fiscal Control Act. 

The Parks and Recreation CommitteeΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ to encourage and support a variety of recreational 

facilities, both public and private. Some exist now; others will be created in accordance with interest and 

support of the residents. In order to ensure that these new recreational facilities are created in accordance 

with the interest of the residents, surveys must be conducted. All will be consistent with the 

Comprehensive Land Use Plan, specifically the excerpt below: 

άIn recognition of the integral role natural beauty plays in the Town of Seven Devils 

being a desirable place to live, vacation and invest, the Town recognizes its obligation 

to conserve scenic resources and protect their aesthetic appearance; to protect and, 

where appropriate, designate areas of significant environmental concern; and to 

protect natural areas from incompatible development and specifically limit those uses 

that would cause irreparable damage.έ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ {ŜǾŜƴ 5ŜǾƛƭǎ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ 

Plan Pp.11 

In 2019 the Town of Seven Devils established its Parks and Recreation Department by creating a Parks and 

Recreation Program Tech position. 
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Purpose  

The purpose of the Parks and Recreation Comprehensive Plan is to guide the Town of Seven Devils in 

making informed decisions relating to the development of recreation facilities and assets, seeking out new 

opportunities, and meeting the needs of citizens throughout the next decade. This is to be done by the 

Parks and Recreation Committee and the Parks and Recreation Staff consulting with this plan, maintaining 

open communication with citizens, and conducting surveys to ensure the support of the Town. Most 

recent examples of these surveys would be the 2018 Needs Assessment. 

 

Limitations and Revisions  

Since it is impossible to foresee future cultural trends, fluctuating costs, and population trends there are 

limitations to this document. Recreational priorities of the Town can change, as well as, many unforeseen 

factors. The Town of Seven Devils has made various efforts to forecast the recreation needs and wants of 

the Town through surveys and citizen input and plans to implement such plans. This Comprehensive Parks 

and Recreation Plan reflects the current situations and outlooks of Seven Devils and may be amended as 

necessary to remain current and relevant. 
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